
JANUARY 28TH, 2018    FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

FROM  THE  DESK  OF  FR.  T.  J.  

Week of January 28th  

Why should we pray the Liturgy of the Hours? 

A couple of weeks ago we incorporated into our Day of Adoration on Wednesdays - Morning Prayer (8:00 a.m.), 

Midday Prayer (12:00 p.m.), Evening Prayer (6:00 p.m.), and Night Prayer/Benediction (9:00 p.m.). You might be 

asking why are we doing this? Why pray the Liturgy of the Hours? Why the Psalter (collection of our 150 

Psalms)? Fr. Samuel F. Weber, O.S.B. can help us discover the deep theological connection between the Psalms 

and Christ. He begins by saying: “Anyone who has listened to ‘Handel’s Messiah’ is aware of the long Christian 

tradition of reading the Old Testament as a ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ ŀōƻǳǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ” Fr. Samuel helps us to learn that 

there are Psalms that are called ‘Messianic Psalms’ and they cover the whole of Jesus’ life, death and 

resurrection. Psalms 2, 109, 110, 131, 132 are psalms that link Jesus as the wƻȅŀƭ {ƻƴ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘ. Psalms 21, 22 

help us see Jesus as the Suffering Servant who commended His life and labors into the hands of the Father in 

Psalms 30, 31. Psalms 117, 118 are about His resurrection glory and praising the ǎǘƻƴŜ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ which has 

become ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜΦ   

“Taking up the Psalter makes a bold statement to the world about the ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ God ŎŀǊŜǎ about everything that is happening in our lives. He cares about ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΣ especially 

those we find difficult and confusing. Since the Psalter is Iƛǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ǿƻǊŘΣ it is clear that He expects to hear 

from us when we are fed up with the disappointment and suffering of life. 9ǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŦŜŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΗέ 

Fr. Samuel continues: “The Psalter is ǘǊǳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ; it accords so accurately with the ǊŀǿƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ 

It leaves nothing unsaid, no emotion unexpressed.” “When we sincerely join the prayer of our hearts to the 

words of our lips, we declare that we have finally decided ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ōǳǊȅƛƴƎ Ǉŀƛƴ ŘŜŜǇ ǿƛǘƘƛƴΣ where neither God 

nor loved ones can reach to help us. Taking up the Psalter ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦέ What is that promise? The promise 
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is that God will always be our consolation (Psalm 93 [94]:18-19. Fr. 

Samuel explains, “Taking up the Psalter makes a bold statement about us. 

We say that we are ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳũŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ Ǉŀƛƴ and, when the time 

comes, ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǾŜǊ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ƛǘ ƎƻΦέ  In praying the Divine Office, we follow 

the command to “pray without ceasing (1 Thes. 5:17).ά So together let us 

come and pray the Psalter every Wednesday. 

 

Our New Funding Request Policy: 

As pastor, I have to ensure that we are good stewards of the of the 

donations given to St. Mary University Parish. Those who have donated to 

our Parish expect us to responsibly use their donations. Therefore, the 

application and the procedures needed to obtain funding will be found on 

our website. This policy will take effect immediately. If you have any 

questions, please contact Jennifer. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

February 1st – 6:00 p.m. Vigil Mass of the Feast of the Presentation of the  

     Lord – Candles will be blessed during this Mass. όLŦ ȅƻǳ   

     ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŎŀƴŘƭŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ  

     ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ   

     ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ ƛǘ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƻƴŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜǊŜύ 

February 3rd and 4th -  Special Mass Schedule: 12:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.           

     Mass on Saturday and 10:15 a.m. Sunday —Blessing of the  

     throats  -  Feast of St. Blaise 

February 5th -  7:30 p.m. Finance Council Meeting 

February 8th -  12:00 –5:00 p.m. Blood Drive 

 

Ash Wednesday – Mass Schedule: όbƻ !ŘƻǊŀǝƻƴύ 

8:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m., 9:00 p.m. Masses 

Palm Sunday Weekend:  Mass Schedule 

10:15 a.m. Mass – Mass begins in Parish Lounge 

6:00 p.m. Mass – Mass begins in Parish Lounge 

9:00 p.m. Mass – Mass begins in Parish Lounge 



REGISTER FOR THE 
SPRING 2018 

KOINONIA RETREAT 

¶ February 9-11 

¶ St. Mary University Parish 

¶ $35ðincludes all meals 
and materials 

¶ Register online: https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/
koinonia-retreat-
registration-38205958049 

 

The student-led Koinonia Retreat is a 
weekend experience of living in Christian 
community based on the Paschal Mystery 
of Christ Jesus: His life, death, and 
Resurrection. The retreat will be held in 
our parish center and church from 4 pm 
on Friday, February 9 to 4:30 pm on 
Sunday, February 11. Though this retreat 
is offered from a Catholic perspective, non
-Catholics are most welcome!  
 
There is a $35 retreat fee that helps the 
parish to pay for retreatants' 
accommodation, all meals, and retreat 
materials. If you would like to participate in 
the retreat but the fee is a financial 
burden, please contact Cory Noeker, 
Director  of Student Outreach 
(cnoeker@stmarycmu.org) for assistance 
or a scholarship. 

 

THE BIG RAFFLE! 

If you are interested in helping us 
sell raffle tickets after any of our 
Masses, selling them individually, 

or purchasing some yourself, 
please contact Jennifer for details. 

You must be 18 years of age. 
jbrittain@stmarycmu.org 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU! 
  

We would like to give a special thanks to those who helped set up and 

take down our Christmas decorations. We appreciate you taking the time 

out of your busy schedules. 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 
Pope John Paul II traveled to more than 129 different countries, logging 
more than 750,000 frequent flyer miles, which is about three times the 
distance to the moon.  
 
The “Devil’s Advocate” or !ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ 5ƛŀōƻƭƛ, is a real position within the 
Catholic Church. During the canonization process employed by the 
Roman Catholic Church, the tǊƻƳƻǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀƛǘƘ was a canon lawyer 
appointed by Church authorities to argue against the canonization of a 
candidate.  
 

YOU CAN CRUSH HUNGER FOOD DRIVE! 

 

We will be hosting a food drive to help the local soup kitchen in their 

outreach to those in need. There will be a competition beginning 

February 4th-18th to see which local Church can bring in the most weight 

in non-perishable foods. The winner will receive bragging rights! Every 

dollar donated will count as one pound of food. If you are interested in 

donating or volunteering, please contact Kelsey Brower 

browe1kf@cmich.edu, Tiffany Griffiths griff1tt@cmich.edu , or Markaela 

Witczak witcz1ml@cmich.edu . 

 
MEN AND WOMENõS BOOK CLUB 

 

We will be starting a men’s book club this semester. We are planning on 

meeting once a month for dinner, a discussion on the previous month’s 

reading, and ending with Vespers. To start, we will be reading C.S. Lewis’s 

The Four Loves. To get your copy, see Cory in the lounge. 

Alysha Daley will be having a women’s book club in the lounge this 

Thursday at 5:00 p.m. If there are any women who are interested in 

starting a book club, please contact Cory Noeker for more details.  

 

SUNDAY MASS COLLECTION 

January 21st, 2018: $1,016.83 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
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